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3.   Overseas trade in the eleventh century was mainly in the
hands of foreigners and in foreign ships, Englishmen having
deteriorated in enterprise since the ninth century.

4.   Industries were few and, so far, little organized.

3.   The King's Revenue.   The Army

WE have seen now how the ordinary folk of the land got their
living, our next inquiry must be how were the expenses of
government met ? Now to understand the attitude of the men
of the early Middle Ages towards taxation we must get rid of
several modern ideas that seem to us quite natural and essential,
but which arc really the result of growth and development.
We pay taxes now to meet the expenses of the whole complicated
system of government, and every year Parliament decrees how
much those taxes shall be and on what objects they are to be,
spent. If something new has to be done by the State, then
Parliament votes fresh money for that particular purpose, as
when in 1870 the Government decided to carry on at the public
expense the education of the nation. Or suppose it was decided
that henceforth the shipping of the country or thcs railways or
the beer should be State property, then Parliament might vote
the necessary millions to buy out the existing owners. But in
the eleventh century no such ideas existed. It was the king's
business to govern and it was also his business to find the money,
not come to ordinary people for it. Nothing was more definite
in most peoples' minds than that ' the king should live of his
own'. For his household, for his court, even for his soldiers
often, he and he alone must find the means. Obviously then
we must abk what had the king of his own by which to live ?
We shall find it was no small property*

The Royal Demesne. First and largest of his resources came
iho demesne lands of the Crown, which by 1086 included not only
the ' ancient, clumesnu' of Edward Confessor, but all the enor-
mous additions that had fallen to William by confiscation from
rebellious subjects. Domesday Book gives 1,422 royal manors,